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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the House Appropriations Committee has included $500,000                in its Fiscal Year (FY) 1999 Transportation 
               Appropriations bill for a pilot transit program for the Athol-Orange-Winchendon                area.&nbsp; The bill was passed by the Committee today.              

"These funds will provide rides to educational centers, health                and social services, and jobs," Olver said.              

The provision in the FY '99 Department of Transportation funding                bill is directed toward the efforts of the Community Transportation                Association of America (CTAA), including the Joblinks program, and                the North Quabbin Transportation Co-op, which have been analyzing                the transit needs of the region with the help of a portion ($100,000)                of a $1 million Olver-sponsored earmark included in last year's                (the FY 1998) Transportation Appropriations bill.              

"Now we get to the implementation stage of this initiative," said                Olver.              

"The Athol-Orange area is clearly an under served population in                terms of transportation.&nbsp; We've got to boost transit opportunities                if we are going to produce economic and job growth in the Northern                Tier."              

The CTAA preliminary proposal for the pilot project includes a                Dial-A-Ride service, a shuttle bus between Athol and Orange, and                a marketing program.&nbsp; The plan proposes centralized call-taking                and ride distribution.&nbsp; The Dial-A-Ride service would serve                as a feeder to the shuttle bus, except when passengers are unable                to transfer.              

The North Quabbin Transportation Co-op is currently assisting in                identifying vehicles available for use by the coordinated system.              

While much of the focus of the plan will be on Orange-Athol, Winchendon                will be part of the initiative under the Northern Tier Transportation                Project.              

"We need more transportation and economic development projects                specifically tailored to the unique needs of the Athol-Orange region,"                Olver added.              

The FY '99 Transportation Appropriations bill is scheduled for                House floor consideration prior to Congress' August recess.&nbsp;                The House version will be reconciled with a Senate version in the                fall.&nbsp; Fiscal Year 1999 begins October 1, 1998.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and                its Subcommittee on Transportation, which has jurisdiction over                the Transportation Appropriations bill.             
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